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LABORATORY POLICY ON THE DISSEMINATION
OF RESEARCH RESULTS

University of California policy clearly establishes as a fundamental tenet the
freedom fo publish in the open literature all research results generated by the efforts
of its faculty, staff, and students. Concerns about this policy have been raised from
time to time, primarily as a result of requests by industrial sponsors wishing to
protect their proprietary interests. The University Contract and Grant Policy
Manual, however, states the following:

It is a long-standing University policy that freedom to publish or
isseminate results is a major criterion of the appropriateness of a
sponsored project, and particularly of a research project.  Normally a

confract or grant ‘is unacceptable “if it limits “this - freedom .« T

~

‘University policy does allow Chancellors, Laboratory Directors, and Vice Presidents
to authorize exceptions to this policy, but in a memorandum dated August 3, 1970,
the University President stated the following:

The exception is not intended to authorize acceptance of grants or (he
execution of contracts which give the sponsoring agency the rigit to
preveni, for an wnreasonable or wnlimited tiric, - the  relcase far
publication in the apen lifcrature, or flhic release in souic other .
manner, of the results of the work performed.

[t is Lawrence Berkeley Labaratary policy to adhere strictly (o Universite policy in
this area and to allow all results of its research activitics to be disseminatod as soon
as possible. Delays in the dissemination of resezrch respltsforup o YEHTTIESiow
for revivsof pateataTIe s Hianmise, fateciabloinformation are—eommdered

reasonav|
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Exceptions to this policy, however, may be acceptable under certain narrowly
defined circumstances.

1. LBL policy is consistent with the Department of Energy -l:zolicy, which

would be considered an exception to the publication policy of the Lawrence Berkeley
Laboratory and muyst be authorized by the Laboratory Director.
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